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Abst ract .  The ways in which political assassinations are reported by the media can vary due to 
existing divisions in society, as well as factors such as the political prominence of the victim or 
the direct effect of the attack. In order to examine changes in such narratives, 703 articles on the 
assassination attempts on Donald Trump and Paweł Adamowicz from leading American and Pol-
ish news websites were analysed. The study established that the news media expose pre-existing 
political divisions and that the most important factor influencing the shape of the discourse is the 
global recognition of the victim. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Political assassinations, which have been steadily increasing in number since 

the 1970s (Perliger, 2015), are agenda-breaking events with wide media cov-
erage. However, the ways in which such events are reported can vary and affect 
the emotional responses of audiences due to the increasing polarisation of 
public sentiment, as well as the operation of factors, for instance the political 
prominence of the victim or his/her death. In doing so, the media may charac-
terise the attacks as the result of a pre-existing partisan between supporters and 
opponents of a given politician, and may strengthen or weaken this totalising 
opposition into the good Us and bad Others. 

The aim of this article is to characterise local and foreign media coverage 
of political assassinations and to capture the differences between them. Unlike 
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previous research, however, two extreme examples were analysed – the as-
sassination attempt of Donald Trump, which took place during an election 
rally in Pennsylvania (13 July 2024), and the assassination of Paweł Adamowicz 
(13 January 2019), who was killed during a charity concert of Wielka Orkie-
stra Świątecznej Pomocy [Great Orchestra of Christmas Charity] in Gdańsk 
(Poland). These two events differed by a number of variables, which could 
translate into the editorial routines used by the media in the process of con-
structing an initially polarised discourse (Eyerman, 2011). At the same time, 
the attacks were broadcast anomic (attempted) assassinations that took place 
in communities with clear political divisions. 

Drawing on the breaking reports of the most popular Polish and American 
news websites, produced in a situation of limited access to information and 
social unrest, and using the tools of critical discourse analysis, the article re-
constructs the ways in which the community of the audience is built, and the 
otherness of the assassins is simultaneously highlighted. In turn, these tenden-
cies were read as a potential manifestation of the mediatisation of violence. 

 
 

POLITICAL ASSASSINATION 

 
According to a standard definition, political assassination is an act that, 

regardless of its form and effectiveness, involves the murder of a representative 
of the political elite by an individual who represents his/her beliefs alone 
(Marsden, and Schmid, 2011). Other conceptualisations point out that it is 
a form of violence carried out using deception (White, 2008), and it may lead to 
political gain (Crotty, 1998). Looking at this type of crime more broadly, it can 
also be argued that these are rare manifestations of complex processes with 
political, social, and economic underpinnings, the expression of which becomes 
a deeply shocking murder or its attempt (Iqbel, and Zorn, 2006, 2008; Yam-
marino et al., 2013). Such an act may also be identified as a form of alternat-
ive justice (Ben-Yehuda, 1997). 

Political instability and the presence of social divisions are most often cited 
as the main factors favouring assassinations (Perliger, 2015; Serban et al., 2018; 
Yammarino et al., 2013). Consequently, the targets of successful political attacks 
tend to be socialised, ideological, and pragmatic leaders, while the targets of 
unsuccessful attacks are personalised, pragmatic, and ideological personas 
(Yammarino et al., 2013). 
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The existing studies, even when they juxtapose successful and unsuccessful 
assassination attempts (Jones, and Olken, 2009; Serban et al., 2018; Yammarino 
et al., 2013), do not include comparisons of extreme cases in which both the 
global recognition of the victim and consequences of the attack are different, 
even while these acts fall within the same definition. 

 
 

ASSASSINATION AND MEDIATISATION 

 
Political assassinations can be considered from the perspective of the media-

tisation theory (Couldry, and Hepp, 2013). Given the preponderance of works 
on attacks that end in death, references to the mediatisation of death are par-
ticularly present (Akhther, and Tetteh, 2023; Sumiala, 2014). However – ac-
cording to the definitions – unsuccessful attacks that do not fall within the 
scope of this theoretical approach can also be called political assassinations. 

The literature on traumatising events targeting human life includes the 
poorly recognised concept of the mediatisation of violence, which has so far 
been used to analyse mass school shootings (Muschert, and Sumiala, 2012). 
According to this model, the media bring out the performative nature of vio-
lence and become a stage for public drama. School rampages, like political 
assaults, have a public character, express the borderline discontent of the assail-
ant, presuppose the presence of extreme violence and symbolic victims, and 
are mostly experienced in a mediated form (cf. Muschert, 2013). 

However, given practitioners’ reservations about the lack of a single media 
logic regarding the reporting of traumatising events (Rees, 2012), the use of the 
mediatisation of violence as an operational framework for the study of political 
assaults requires a cross-national view. 

 
 

MEDIA DISCOURSE ON ASSASSINATION 

 
The media are one of the main sources of information for audiences who 

do not have their own experience or sufficient knowledge of criminal events 
(Baranauskas, and Drakulich, 2018; Kort-Butler, and Habecker, 2018). In the 
case of political assassinations, firstly, they confirm the authenticity of the attack, 
and secondly, they report almost in real time on its course and consequences 
(Mendelsohn, 1964). However, unlike media coverage of other violent crimes, 
which is presented according to the “if it bleeds, it leads” principle (Harris, and 
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Gruenewald, 2020), news stories about assassinations of political figures also 
play the role of a mediator (Zelizer, 1992a) and sometimes the role of an author-
itative guide to the post-assault reality (Mendelsohn, 1964). 

Although political assassinations occur rarely, the media may have routinised 
ways of telling stories about them (cf. Muschert, 2013), which result from pre-
vious attacks (Zelizer, 1992b), cultural trauma (Eyerman, 2011), or internal ed-
itorial processes (Rees, 2012). The clearest expression of these routines is media 
frames (Entman, 1993). Research devoted to them indicates that: (1) thematic 
frames dominate over episodic ones; (2) local media coverage may differ from 
global reports; (3) both the attacks and the accompanying reactions of citizens 
are framed; and (4) a prognostic frame is particularly prominent in coverage 
(Lee, 2018; Morin, 2016; Onyebadi, 2016; Umber, Latif, and Habiab, 2023). 

The assassination also significantly changes the timing and order of news 
publication (Muschert, 2013). Immediately after the event, the media start op-
erating in hyper-mode (Hoerl, Cloud, and Jarvis, 2009; Muschert, and Sumiala, 
2012; Sumiala, 2014), while over time they de-escalate the sense of anxiety 
(Boomgaarden, and de Vreese, 2007) and shift into investigative journalism 
(O’Donovan, 2013). Therefore, the discourse dedicated to the attacks is con-
ducted, especially over the first two days (Hoerl, Cloud, and Jarvis, 2009). 
The accompanying instant digital publishing, however, poses a number of chal-
lenges for news media, as such acts of political violence remain under-reported, 
opening up their narrative potential (Zelizer, 1992b). 

In assessing the shape of the assassination discourse, two leading and related 
trends may also be noted. The first one is that the attack triggers a eulogy ef-
fect (Hajer, and Uitermark, 2008; Umber, Latif, and Habiab, 2023). The second 
one indicates that after an assassination attempt, the media become a space for 
dialogue building or even public catharsis (Goldzwig, and Sullivan, 1995). 
In both cases, media coverage of assaults can take a performative form and 
turn into media events themselves (cf. Katz, 1980). 

A key element of the discourses surrounding political assaults is invariably 
the attribution of blame (Eyerman, 2011). The way in which the perpetrator 
is defined by the media, however, depends on the context and type of informa-
tion circulation (White, 2008). The attacker is thus portrayed as ‘an other,’ 
‘a loner,’ mentally ill or in need of help. The victims, on the other hand, are 
presented as vulnerable people and symbols of socially accepted values 
(Hoerl, Cloud, and Jarvis, 2009; Morin, 2016). At the same time, discussions 
of attacks sometimes invoke political divisions (Bosman, and d’Haenens, 2008). 

The attempted assassinations of Donald Trump and Paweł Adamowicz, as 
previous research shows, draw attention to media bias (Rogoż, 2020), the 
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emergence of conspiracy theories (Ognyanova et al., 2024), and the belief in 
the possible increase in violence (Holliday, Lelkes, and Westwood, 2024). 
However, little is still known about the relevance of the victim’s political 
status and his/her potential death to the strategies activated by the media. 

In this light, the article aims to capture the differences present in the break-
ing media responses to political assassinations, which result from the victim’s 
state of health and political status, as well as the context. It seems important 
to examine, firstly, how media coverage of assassinations supports or contra-
dicts socio-political divisions, and, secondly, which factors related to the assassin-
ation can transform the media coverage in a way that will emphasise or minimise 
polarisation. Bearing in mind that digital media strategies extremely vary, and 
that audiences seek assassination’s confirmation in institutional media, the most 
recognisable news websites were analysed. In turn, the obtained results show 
the dominant narrative trends within them. 

 
 

METHODOLOGY 

 
Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is an interdisciplinary approach which fo-

cuses mainly on the inequality discourses (Wodak, and Meyer, 2015). The media, 
as a vehicle for mental models and ideologies, constitute one of its objects (van 
Dijk, 2018). CDA is a useful research strategy in the context of political assas-
sinations, in particular because of its ability to reveal the power structures pre-
sent in media messages. 

For the purposes of the study, Teun A. van Dijk’s (2011) ideological square 
model was adapted. This framework divides the discourse into an exposition 
of the good and bad qualities of Us (the victim and/or the community whose 
values have been violated) and the good and bad qualities of Others (the assas-
sin, the victim’s opponents and/or other actors responsible for the attack), thus 
making it possible to identify processes of empathisation and de-empathisa-
tion, which can foster strengthening or weakening of bipolar oppositions. At 
the same time, only the immediate reactions of the media were analysed, as 
these, in a situation of limited access to information and social unrest, may 
favour more emotional and polarised discourses. 

The examples that have been analysed included the American and Polish 
news devoted to the assassination attempts of Donald Trump (13 July 2024) 
and Paweł Adamowicz (13 January 2019). The choice of examples was deliberate 
since both events represent anomic (Crotty, 1998), live-streamed assassinations, 



148 KAROLINA BURNO-KALISZUK 

and they occurred in highly polarised communities (Mechkova et al., 2024). 
However, these events differ in a number of variables that can shape the media 
coverage (including the global recognition of the victim, their political posi-
tion, the circumstances of the attack, and its consequences). 

The corpus of the research consisted of 703 textual media messages that 
appeared in the American and Polish daily online press within the first two 
days after the incidents (precisely, taking into account the time difference – in 
the Trump case: 13-14 July 2024 for the American media and 14-15 July 2024 
for the Polish media; in the Adamowicz case: 13-14 January 2019 for both the 
American and Polish media). The study included texts that were made avail-
able by the five largest press outlets from each country: in the US – The Wall 

Street Journal, The New York Times, The New York Post, The Washington Post, 
and USA Today (Statista, 2024); in Poland – Fakt Gazeta Codzienna, Super 

Express, Gazeta Wyborcza,1 Rzeczpospolita, and Dziennik Gazeta Prawna 
(Polskie Badania Czytelnictwa, 2024). Video materials, photo galleries and 
podcasts, which have a non-textual context, as well as duplicate articles and 
those that did not relate to the analysed attacks, were excluded from the sample. 

Data for the analysis was obtained manually, directly from publishers’ 
websites, using online archives and internal search engines. Only articles marked 
with the keywords “Trump” or “Adamowicz” that contained any verbal ref-
erences to the attack were considered in the search process. 

 
Table 1. Sample design. Own elaboration. 

 
 

1 Only articles from the main, national edition were included. 
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TRUMP CASE 
 
1. Good about Us 

The media stress: (1) widespread condemnation of the violence combined 
with expressions of solidarity, (2) strengthening Trump’s electoral position, 
and (3) highlighting his good health. 

While negating the attack, the media emphasise the positive redundancy 
of the response (outpouring [NYP], poured [WSJ]) and their international 
(the world was shaken [SE], Leaders across the United States and the world 
[NYT]), cross-party character (irrespective of political factions [GW], political 

leaders from both sides [NYP]). This impression is reinforced by the numerous 
quotations of politicians’ statements, which sometimes take the form of a juxta-
position in which the voices of Trump’s supporters are separated from those of 
his rivals and enemies. The group of reactions cited also include those of Trump’s 
family members, showing him as a husband or father as well. 

When the media point to Trump as a presidential candidate, they highlight 
the increase in support for his candidacy or show his power. Using expressions 
with a high degree of probability, they indicate that the assassination attempt 
increases the Republican’s chances in the election (guarantees Trump’s return 
[NYP], is likely to regain the presidency [DGP]). Moreover, they show his mas-
sive support (several dozens supporters [UT], having, after all, mass support 

[R]) and strength (triumphant masculinity [GW], courage stands out [NYP]). 
Comparisons of Trump to other US presidents are also being made in the Ame-
rican media at this point (compared Trump to Theodore Roosevelt [WP], 
likened the former president to Abraham Lincoln [NYP]). 

Unambiguous, objectifying statements (described as good [DGP], is doing 

well [WP]) were used to describe the politician’s state of health after the attack, 
confirmed in some cases by reports of Trump’s stay in hospital. At the same 
time, media responses from the US emphasised that such a state resulted from 
a happy coincidence (supposed to be dead, a miracle [NYP]). 

In contrast, elements differentiating this aspect of the local media’s charac-
terisation are: the American media’s coverage of Trump’s willingness to mod-
erate his speech at the upcoming Republican convention, the Republican’s 
collection for the assassination victims, and increased security at subsequent 
election speeches; in Poland – the increase in profits of Trump’s companies, 
and the political unity following the assassination of Paweł Adamowicz, which 
were highlighted as being in opposition to the US situation. 
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2. Bad about Us 

The most prominent topics, which can be perceived as negating Us, are 
repeated statements about the high polarisation of the community and its 
growing acceptance of political violence. These take the form of emphatic 
(in a deeply polarised US [R], divided nation [UT]) or graded statements 
(political tension intensifying [WP]), metaphors (they sit locked in their ar-

moured bubbles [R], red state patois, blue state dialect [WP]) and utterances 
leaving room for one’s own interpretation of appeals (this is our wake-up call 
[UT], a sobering reminder [NYT]), information about the prevalence of political 
assassinations (we have such a series [R], a chain of recent violent events 
[WP]), and references to the country’s history of political violence (part of U.S. 

history [UT], political violence in the US has been building up for almost two 

decades [DGP]). There are also conjectures in some news on the possible escala-
tion of threats arising from the diagnosed divide, including a highly emotive 
reference to civil war (Was that the first shot in the second civil war? [NYP]). 

The same media provide equally frequent opinions that highlight the lack 
of skills of citizens and politicians (including Republicans) to behave on social 
media, resulting in the spread of disinformation and hate speech (trolls took 

to social media [NYP], the Internet in the US caught fire [SE]).  
The last common theme, nevertheless, is the negative opinions about Trump, 

who, through the use of negative adjectives and implications, is characterised 
as unsympathetic, not upholding the standards of public debate and sometimes 
even posing a threat to American democracy. 

It is also noteworthy that the Polish news emphasised the long-term effects 
of the attacks and pointed to statements by politicians from the Polish political 
party Law and Justice (PiS) that included warnings against hatred in public life, 
despite the fact that the people uttering them had previously been accused of 
using hate speech. 

 
3. Good about Them 

The news media in both countries organised content primarily around two 
axes: (1) they emphasised the swift response of the security services (imme-

diately took the stage [WSJ], immediately moved [SE]), and (2) characterised 
the assassin as a good student (capable but quiet student [R], intelligent student 
[NYT]), employee (performed his job without concerns [NYP]), and person with 
no criminal record (no past record [GW], not have a criminal record [UT]). 
In both the US and Poland, it was also pointed out, in a perfunctory way and 
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based on a statement whose veracity was confirmed by the speaking agents, 
that President Biden had a good conversation with Donald Trump. 

The way in which Biden’s political situation is portrayed, however, varies 
between those two countries. Polish news cites an argument that accents possible 
improvement in the Democrat’s political image, while in America, his conciliatory 
statements are rather pointed to. 

 
4. Bad about Them 

As with the description of good qualities, the media expose responsibility 
for the attack using a two-pronged strategy while referring to the national se-
curity system and political opponents. 

When the media talk about the security services, they underline negligence 
by the Secret Service (gaps in defence [DGP], serious security issues [NYT]) 
and emphasise how witnesses’ safety signals were ignored (minutes before the 

attack, some rally participants pointed out the bomber [GW], desperately tried 

to warn police [NYP]). News reports also cite opinions about the need for the 
head of presidential security to resign (in Secret Service ‘heads will roll’ [F], 
called on the head of the Secret Service to resign [WSJ]), or less emphatic, 
but still clearly negative, expressions indicating surprise at the behaviour of 
the security (it was surprising [SE]) and the wave of criticism the unit faces 
(Secret Service in the doghouse [R], Secret Service under scrutiny [WP]). In 
contrast, responsibility for negligence is very rarely attributed to the police 
and the FBI. 

In portraying the culpability of political opponents, broadcasters cite Re-
publican voices that indisputably point to either Biden’s (the President ‘gave 

the order’ to kill [SE], Blame Biden [WSJ]) or Democrats’ responsibility (Re-

publicans accuse Democrats [GW], Democrats identified the target [NYP]). Biden 
is additionally portrayed through the prism of potential dementia (he twisted 

some words and phrases [R], concerns about his mental acuity [UT]), and in 
the US, he is also accused of responding slowly. Moreover, in the American 
media, there was far more exposure of statements purporting to affirm the 
Democrats’ fault in polarising and brutalising political life, including negative 
social media posts (Leftist hate rules social media [NYP]). 

Instead, there was little mention of the assassin’s negative qualities. Reports 
about him boiled down to rare references to his awkward but understated 
comments and poor shooting skills (in the US) or his lack of acceptance of 
Trump’s presidential candidacy (in Poland). Broadcasters from both countries, 
however, highlighted the fact that the assailant had used a ‘mass shootings’ 
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type of weapon and was wearing a T-shirt of a popular online militaria chan-
nel – information that may correspond with the ongoing discussion in the US 
about the access to firearms. 

In turn, what distinguishes the American coverage is the negative views of the 
media, in the light of which mass broadcasters are responsible for maintaining 
political divisions in the US on a par with Trump’s other opponents (for years, 

liberal media have portrayed Trump as a fascist [SE], media kept bias [NYP]). 
 
 

ADAMOWICZ CASE 

 
1. Good about Us 

The news accented the presence of mass reactions after the attack – marches 
expressing solidarity with the victim and opposition to violence, and blood do-
nation campaigns. These mentions include references to the scale of the actions 
undertaken (in many cities [SE], throughout Poland [F]) and the number of 
participants (tens of thousands [NYT], crowds [DGP]). Sometimes, the quan-
tifiers used in the news also express the solidarity of local communities (Gdańsk 

citizens donate blood [F], Warsaw plunged in grief pays tribute [GW]). 
Furthermore, the messages expose the image of the victim as a former op-

positionist, democrat, and a person fighting for human rights. When describing 
Adamowicz, the media apply clear labels (a man of Solidarity and freedom 
[DGP], a democratic reformist [NYP]) or descriptively recall the actions he 
undertook (he quickly became involved in underground activity [R], preached 

the value of tolerance [NYT]). Polish news reports also emphasise that the victim 
was a good president, which is confirmed by information on his significant time 
in public office (one of the longest in office [R], he was among the record-

holders in this respect [DGP]). 
In contrast, themes that are exclusively present in Poland are: (1) the fre-

quently described expressions of solidarity with the victim, which come from 
all over the country and abroad (the whole of Poland is in shock [SE], foreign 

politicians send support [GW]), from citizens and public figures (Polish politicians 

and ordinary people wish [F]), and across political divides (politicians try to 

show unity at this difficult moment [R]); (2) the exceptional commitment of 
the doctors trying to save Adamowicz’s life. 
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2. Bad about Us 

The only common topic exposed by the media is the diagnosis of the po-
larisation of society. Terms reflecting the scale of this phenomenon appear in 
the news (deeply divided [WP], we are reaping the harvest of divisions [GW]), 
which also draws attention to the hateful comments (there were hateful posts 
[R], awful reaction [SE]) and the detention of other potential assassins (this is 

another person who was detained today [R], he threatened to kill the president 
[F]). On the other hand, appealing opinions about the need to change attitudes 
(we must do everything to prevent tragedies from repeating themselves [DGP], 
it’s time to stop this madness of hatred [F]) and the possible further negative 
development of events also appear, as highlighted in one opinion (street fights 

await us [R]). 
Some Polish media also used metaphor in post-mortem profiles of the victim 

to point to Adamowicz’s legal and political problems (shadowed by his problems 

with the law [R], the political burden on the former mayor of Gdańsk [DGP]). 
 
3. Good about Them 

The American reports focus exclusively on the government’s quick reaction, 
which, despite ideological differences with the victim, condemned the attack and 
supported his family (moved quickly to support [WP], quick to condemn [NYT]). 

In the Polish media, we do not find many references to the good qualities 
of the attacker and the opponents. Broadcasters most often cite opinions stating 
that the security services reacted correctly (the police reacted as they should 
[DGP]) and quickly (the reaction of the uniformed was immediate [F]). Similar 
arguments are made in reporting on the ongoing investigation – the prosec-
utor’s office began it immediately after the attack, and there were many ded-
icated investigators involved. 

In contrast, when portraying the attacker, the senders limit themselves to 
a single, neutral mention of his state of sobriety (he was sober [F]) and invoking 
a brief online recollection by a friend of the knifeman, according to whom he 
was ‘a normal guy’. 

 
4. Bad about Them 

The news expose a relatively consistent picture of the assassin. On the one 
hand, they quote or paraphrase his statement about the political motivation 
of the attack (Civic Platform tortured me [F], wrongly imprisoned under a previ-

ous national government [NYT]), and on the other hand, they emphasise his 
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criminal history with unambiguous epithets or labels (recently released from 

prison [NYP], convicted of violent robbery [R], young criminal [F]). Local 
reports also highlight information or assumptions about the attacker’s mental 
illnesses and his refusal to admit guilt, which can stir up negative emotions. 

In the analysed news stories, one can find voices blaming the ruling party 
and its subordinate state bodies. The media cite opinions which indicate that 
the authorities ignored potential threats related to hate speech (the government 

has been too passive about threats [WP], investigators did not share its con-

cerns [F]), and – in the case of Polish-language reports – to its propagation 
(Law and Justice incites a spiral of violence [F]), including the particular use 
of the public media (they consciously and deliberately joined the political 

attack on the enemies of Law and Justice [GW]). The presence of criticism 
towards the leader of the Great Orchestra of Christmas Charity foundation 
also remains a peripheral but clearly visible thread. 

Finally, the Polish media exposed statements escalating the negligence of 
the security services. They did so by underlining the length of time until the 
attacker was apprehended (he was walking on the stage the whole time [DGP], 
he was walking on the stage for several tens of seconds [R]), the slow reaction 
of the services (tardy reaction of security guards [SE]) or expert assessments 
(negligence is indisputable [F]). 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS 

 
Political assassinations are the focus of media attention, which can simultan-

eously provide confirmation of the attack, build a community of those exper-
iencing it, and reinforce the typical divisions between Us and Others. However, 
depending on the characteristics of the victim and the society they represent, 
media messages may differ. The research presented in this article concentrates 
specifically on analysing this kind of discrepancy and provides several con-
clusions that confirm or expand previous findings. 

When reporting on attacks, the media, in line with previous analyses (Bosman, 
and d’Haenens, 2008), evoke existing political divisions. In doing so, they 
simultaneously highlight the division between the victim and the perpetrator 
as well as between supporters and political opponents. The search for the of-
fender’s identity (Eyerman, 2011) is carried out, but the assassin is not always 
characterised by loneliness or mental illness (Hoerl, Cloud, and Jarvis, 2009; 
Morin, 2016). Also present in the messages are threads about his past, which 
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arise directly from the context of the mediated event. The bias of individual 
media within the representations created on this basis was not the aim of this 
article and requires separate research. 

The tendency to build a public dialogue (Goldzwig, and Sullivan, 1995), 
which is visible in other studies, was not evident in the news items analysed 
– there were, for example, calls for an end to violence, but in the immediate 
reactions, they were juxtaposed without any extended commentary from the 
sender. The eulogy effect was also not fully present (Hajer, and Uitermark, 
2008; Umber, Latif, and Habiab, 2023) – the media highlighted the positive 
qualities of the attacked leaders but also drew attention to their flaws. 

Besides, the extreme nature of the cases analysed did not translate into 
a change in reporting. The only significant, albeit foreseeable, trend in this 
respect is the increased interest of the Polish media in the attack on Donald 
Trump, which would attest to increased coverage of attacks on globally recog-
nisable politicians. Nonetheless, this thesis needs to be confirmed in studies 
that will analyse a larger number of cases, including countries from other political 
and socio-cultural backgrounds. Contrary to the view that there is no single 
logic to media coverage of attacks (Rees, 2012), it can instead be argued that 
regardless of the type of leader, the effect of the assassination and the media 
system represented, two narrative practices become apparent in the news: 
(1) exposing the negative characteristics of both Us and Others; and (2) simultan-
eously pointing to the positive and negative aspects of political violence and 
the response of the security services. 

Finally, in answering the questions posed, it should be stated that the media 
expose pre-existing political divisions primarily by taking advantage of the 
openness of the narrative of the attacks and the possibility of juxtaposing extreme, 
yet unambiguous, opinions that sometimes concern the same objects or phe-
nomena. On the other hand, the factor that most strongly influences the construc-
tion of the messages is not the effect of the assassination but the political visib-
ility of its victim. What also draws attention is the conceptual vagueness of 
We–Them. Various subjects may be hiding behind the categories indicated in 
this opposition, which makes it possible to ideologically condition the media 
discourse and value the representations of the attackers, victims and society 
present in it. 

The main limitations of the analysis carried out include: (1) the selection 
of a small number of extreme cases; (2) the limitation of the sample due to the 
type of media (news websites only) and their country of origin (two democratic 
countries); and (3) the analysis of only the textual layer of the discourse. 
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NATYCHMIASTOWE REAKCJE PORTALI INFORMACYJNYCH 
NA ZAMACHY POLITYCZNE W STANACH ZJEDNOCZONYCH I POLSCE 

 

S t r e s z c z e n i e  
 

Sposoby relacjonowania zamachów politycznych przez media mogą się różnić ze względu na 
istniejące podziały społeczeństwa, ale też czynniki takie jak ranga polityczna atakowanej osoby 
czy bezpośredni skutek ataku. Aby sprawdzić, jak zmieniają się tego rodzaju narracje, poddano 
krytycznej analizie dyskursu 703 artykuły z wiodących amerykańskich i polskich portali informa-
cyjnych dotyczące zamachów na Donalda Trumpa i Pawła Adamowicza. W jej wyniku ustalono, 
że media eksponują istniejące podziały polityczne oraz że najważniejszym czynnikiem oddziału-
jącym na ukształtowanie dyskursu jest globalna rozpoznawalność ofiary. 

 
Słowa kluczowe: Adamowicz; mediatyzacja; polaryzacja; Trump; zamach 


